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declined to advise His Highness as to the course
which he should adopt."

As to the Russian Consul - General, I felt
certain from the first that I could cast an infallible
horoscope of his political attitude. Russia was
prepared to drive pins into England in order to
please the French, but was not inclined to risk a
serious quarrel out of sheer love for the Franco-
Russian alliance. The Khedive was, therefore,
isolated. < His fair-weather friends had aban-
doned him. With a little determination we should
be able to dictate our own terms.

On a survey of the whole situation, I thought it
advisable, if possible, to settle the matter locally,
without the necessity arising of further reference
to London. The only way to achieve this object
was not to insist on the demand that Mustapha
Pasha Fehmi should be reinstated. There were,
moreover, two fairly valid arguments in favour of
yielding on this point. The first was that he was
still so ill that some considerable time would
certainly have elapsed before he would have been
able to resume his work. An opportunity of
re-employing him was sure to occur before long.1
The second was that it might perhaps be wise
not to humiliate the young Khedive unduly. If

1 As a matter of fact, Mustapha Pasha Fehmi was named
Minister for War in the spzing of 1894, and became once more
Prime Miiuster iii the autumn of 1895.